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IWY
BULLETIN

INTERNATIONAL WOMEN'S YEAR
ANNEE INTERNATIONALE DE LA FEMME
ANO INTERNACIONAL DE LA MUJER

1g75

No. 7
FEBRUARY 1976

*******
The International Women's Year Bulletin
has been published periodically throughout 197 5 by the Branch for the Promotion
of Equality of Men and Women of the
Centre for Social Development and
Humanitarian Affairs of the Department
of Economic and Social Affairs.
Its
purpose was to keep people informed of
activities at the national, regional and
international levels in celebration of
IWY, 1975. This is the last issue of the
Bulletin in this form.
Recipients of this Bulletin are urged to
send any relevant information on IWY or
Decade activities in their countries to
the Editor (Room 3115) so that it may be
included in subsequent publications.

*******

Ambassadors Angie Brooks-Randolph (Liberia)
and Barbara White (USA) attend the Women's
Rally at UN Headquarters on 9 December 1975.
Photo: Bettye Lane
Equa lity.development and peace
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PANEL DISCUSSION ON THE PARTICIPATION OF WOMEN IN THE UN

The Secretary-General addr esses the panel
(UN photo 130649)
300 MORE YEARS BEFORE EQUITABLE REPRESENTATION OF WOMEN AND MEN IN THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY?
A panel discussion was held at United Nations Headquarters on 9 December 1975 to focus on the
reasons for the low participation of women in the General Assembly and the secretariats of the
United Nations system.
A background paper prepared for the panel pointed out that:

* at the present rate of increase in female representation in the General Assembly, it would
take another 300 years to achieve equal representation of women and men

* since the founding of the United Nations 30 years ago, the over-all percentage of women to
men at all Assembly sessions has increased from 3. 5 percent in 1946 to 7.6 percent in 1974

* 19 countries have never had female representativeSin their delegations from 1946-1975
* 20 countries have had between 10-20 percent female representatives in their delegations :
Botswana; Costa Rica; Cuba; Denmark; Dominican Republic; Guinea; Guinea Bissau; Guyana;
Honduras; Jamaica; Kenya; Lesotho; Liberia; Mali; Mexico; Sierra Leone; Sweden; ~ogo and
Trinidad and Tobago.

* 2 women and 28 men have presided over the General Assembly
* the United Nations Secretariat has only one female cabinet officer and altogether only two
female D-2's (Directors) and seven D-l's (Principal Officer), as compared with 32 male
cabinet officers, 69 D-2's and 186 D-l's.
Participants in the panel discussion included: the chairmen of four regional groups - JeanBaptiste Essonghe (Gabon); Iqbal A. Akhund (Pakistan); M. Ion Datcu (Romania); Peter
Jankowitsch (Austria); Mrs. Angie Brooks-Randolph (Liberia), President of the nineteenth
General Assembly; Mrs. Jeanne Martin-Cisse, Representative of Guinea in the Security Council
1972-1973, and President of the Security Council in November 1972; Ms. Leticia Ramos-Shahani
(Philippines), Chairwoman of the Commission on the Status of Women; United Nations UnderSecretaries-General George F. Davidson and Bradford Morse; and Ms. Helvi Sipila, SecretaryGeneral of the International Women's Year, acted as moderator.
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The discussion was opened by Gaston Thorn,
President of the General Assembly and Kurt
Waldheim, Secretary-General of the United
Nations.
The Secretary-General, in his opening address,
spoke of efforts made in recent years to
redress the imabalance. He pointed out that
although the recruitment of women for the
Secretariat had trebled in 1975, the search
for professional women candidates was "uphill
work". He observed that no real breakthrough
in the employment of women in professional
posts could be expected "as long as the
recruitment of women is subject to the guidelines of geographical distribution". He
reminded participants that, in the final
analysis, it was Member States, not the
Secretariat, which made policy guidelines.
Therefore, unless needed changes took place
in many Member States, the efforts of the
Secretariat to bring about real progress
would remain limited.
Ms. Helvi Sipila said it was no secret that
the United Nations had not succeeded in
putting into practice Article 8 of the
Charter which states : "the United Nations
shall place no restrictions on the eligibility
of men and women to participate in any
capacity and under conditions of equality in
its principal and subsidiary organs". Pointing out that the situation of the United
Nations was but a mirror reflection of the
situation in the world, Ms. Sipila asked how
the United Nations could expect Member States
to comply with the Charter mandate if its own
Secretariat was not also fully committed .
"The leadership role of our Organization must
remain in doubt for as long as this Organization fails to be living proof of its own
proclamation", she said.

*******

The thirtieth session of the United Nations
General Assembly overwhelmingly endorsed the
results of the World Conference of the International Women's Year at Mexico City by passing
a series of ten resolutions outlining action
for the future.
Among major steps was the
proclamation of a Decade for Women: Equality,
Development and Peace (1976-1985), which will
be devoted to implementing the recommendations
of the World Conference. The General Assembly
also agreed to set up an expert group to assist
the Secretary-General in establishing an
International Institute for Research and Training for the Advancement of Women, and to
convene, in 1980, another World Conference to
review and evaluate progress made towards
achieving the goals of International Women's
Year and the Decade.
General Assembly (3oth session) 1975
The 30th General Assembly passed ten resolutions
which related to the status of women.
They are as follows:
3416 (XXX)

Employment of women in the
Secretariat of the United Nations

3490 (XXX)

Mid-term review and appraisal

3505 (XXX)

Integration of women in the
development process

3518 (XXX)

Expression of appreciation to the
Government and people of Mexico

3519 (XXX)

Women's participation in the
strengthening of international
peace

3520 (XXX)

World Conference of the IWY

3521 (XXX)

Equality between men and women
and the elimination of discrimination against women

3522 (XXX)

Improvement of the economic status
of women for their effective and
speedy participation in the
development of their countries

3523 (XXX)

Women in rural areas

3524 (XXX)

Measures for the integration of
women in development
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Resolution 3416 (XXX) on The employment of
women in the Secretariat of the United Nations
established that equitable distribution of the
positions between men and women in the
Secretariat is a major principle governing the
recruitement policy of the United Nations. It
requested the Secretary-General to fill posts
subject to geographical distribution during
each of the next two biennia with the equivalent of 5 per cent of the mid-point of the
desirable range of each region with qualified
women. It requested the Secretary-General to
intensify regular and publicized recruitment
missions, and asked Member States to seek and
recommend qualified women candidates for
professional posts in the Secretariat.

Resolution 3520 (XXX) entitled World Conference of the IWY endorses the proposals of the
Declaration of Mexico, the World Plan of
Action, the regional plans of action and
related resolutions, and proclaims the period
1976-1985 as the United Nations Decade for
Women: Equality, Development and Peace.
The
Decade is to be devoted to effective and
sustained national, regional and international
action to implement the World Plan of Action
and related resolutions. It calls upon
Governments to examine the recommendations of
the World Plan as a matter of urgency, and to
establish short, medium and long-term targets
and priorities to this end. It requests the
Secretary-General to appoint a group of five
to ten experts to draw up the terms of
Resolution 3490 (XXX) entitled Implementation
reference for an International Institute on
of the World Plan of Action adopted by the
Research and Training for the Advancement of
World Conference of the IWY, calls on the
Women. The resolution affirms resolution 3490(l)o¢
regional commissions and relevant specialized
that review and appraisal of the World Plan
agencies to review annually the activities
should be undertaken biennially, and calls
they have taken in accordance with the World
for a progress report to the thirty-first
Plan, and to integrate these reviews into
session of the General Assembly on measures
regular annual reports. It reaffirms that a
system-wide review and appraisal of the
, taken to implement the World Plan and related
implementation of the World Plan be undertaken I resolutions, and on progress achieved in
biennially.
I initiating a system of review and appraisal
I by Member States, United Nations organs,
Resolution 3505 (XXX) entitled The integration l regional commissions, specialized agencies
of women in the development process asks all I and other inter-governmental organizations.
relevant organizations in the United Nations
It decided to convene a World Conference in
system to pay special attention to development 1980 to review and evaluate the progress made
programmes relating to women in agriculture,
in implementing the objectives of IWY as
industry, trade, science and technology. The
recommended by the World Conference of the IWY.
Secretary-General is asked to prepare a report There will be an item entitled, "The United
for the thirty-first session of the General
Nations Decade for Women - Equality, DevelopAssembly on the extent to which women partici- ment and Peace" on the agenda for the thirtypate in the above-mentioned fields and to
first session of the General Assembly.
recommend ways of increasing and upgrading
Resolution 3521 (XXX) entitled Equality
women's participation in them. Governments
between men and women and the elimination of
were asked to give special attention to the
discrimination against women called upon
question of the integration of women in the
States which have not done so to ratify interdevelopment process in United Nations confernational conventions and other instruments
ences and meetings.
concerning the protection of women's rights
Resolution 3518 (XXX) entitled Expression of
and the elimination of discrimination against
appreciation to the Government and people of
women. The Commission on the Status of Women
Mexico thanks them for hosting the World
was requested to complete a draft convention
Conference of the IWY.
on the elimination of discrimination against
women in 1976.
Resolution 3519 (XXX) entitled Women's participation in the strengthening of international Resolution 3522 (XXX) entitled Improvement of
peace and security and in the struggle against the economic status of women for their effective
colonialism, racism, racial discrimination,
and speedy participation in the development of
foreign aggression, occupation and all forms
their countries urged governments and NG0's to
of foreign domination, calls upon Governments
support more vigorously official and private
and women's groups to intensify their efforts
efforts to extend to women facilities now being
to strengthen peace and bring about general
offered only to men by financial and lending
and complete disarmament. It reaffirms the
institutions. It requested Governments to
principles of the Declaration of Mexico.
encourage all efforts by women's organizations
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co-operative and lending institutions which
will enable women at the lowest level in rural
and urban areas to obtain credit and loans to
improve their economic activities.
Resolution 3523 (XXX) entitled Women in rural
areas urged all Governments to accord higher
priority to gathering data about the status
and role of women in rural and low-income
areas and to promoting agricultural productivity, agro-based industries and integrated
rural development programmes. The SecretaryGeneral was asked to prepare guidelines for
non-formal educational programmes for rural
women. Relevant United Nations organizations
and agencies were asked to give special
attention to government programmes and project
aimed at integrating rural women in development. Governments were urged to develop
extensive training programmes relevant to
women.
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Resolution 3524 (XXX) entitled Measures for
the integration of women in development
recommended that all relevant organs of the
United Nations development system and other
international, technical and financial assisance programmes and agencies give sustained
attention to the integration of women in the
formulation, design and implementation of
development projects and programmes and assist
Governments where requested to incorporate in
their development plans an assessment of the
likely impact of propOSe(l programmes on women
both as participants and
beneficiaries.
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WOMEN RALLY AT THE UNITED NATIONS

World Health Organization
A resolution in connexion with IWY was adopted

by the twenty-eighth World Health Assembly
(WHA 28.40) which urged governments:
(a) to widen the range of opportunities for

women in all facets of social and economic
life as they relate to health and including
training opportunities so that women may
have the potential to participate fully
as partners for progress;
(b) to assure the further integration of

women in health activities, by undertaking
short-term and long-term measures, based
on national reviews of the major obstacles
and constraints in the employment and
participation of women;
(c) to nominate women at an increasing rate
for WHO fellowships for training abroad
so that fellowships are shared more
equally.
The resolution also instructed the DirectorGeneral of WHO to draw up recommendations for
consequent action by WHO and its Member
States in the interests of development of
medical and social programmes and adequate
services for mothers and children, including
family planning and other services. The
Director-General is required to assist Member
States, upon request, in preparing strategies,
programmes and projects at the national level
in WHO's field of competence for the participation of women in the economic, social and
cultural life of their countries directed
towards the achievement of maximum human
potential.

A women's solidarity rally was held in the UN
*******
public lobby on 9 December to protest the lack
INTERGOVERNMENTAL
ORGANIZATIONS
of progress in the UN in achievinit Article 8 of
the Charter.
Council of Europe
Ambassadors Jeanne Martin-Cisse (Guinea);
On 9 October 1975 the Parliamentary Assembly
Angie Brooks-Randolph (Liberia); Leticia
of the Council of Europe adopted resolution
Shahani (Philippines); Barbara White (U.S.A.); 606 (1975) on the political rights and posiHelvi Sipila, Gloria Steinem, Elizabeth Reid
tion of women, which considered that the
and many other female and male members spoke
solution of problems affecting women is in
at the two-hour rally. A feminist rock band,
the interest of society as a whole, and that
"The Deadly Nightshade", played at the rally
women's liberation is truly the liberation
which was organized by a newly-formed UN
of all people and that reasons other than
women's group - "The Article 8 Group".
strictly legal ones still are obstacles which
prevent women from taking up a number of posts
In addition to wearing buttons announcing
in political bodies. The resolution urged its
"It's not too late for Article 8", protesters
member states to encourage women to take a
carried banners announcing "A Woman for
Secretary-General", "A bas le chauvinism-male" more active part in political life and ensure
a wider participation of women in appointed
"UN-fair to Women", etc.
bodies. Another point was that staff regula*******
tions and practices of the Organization did not
result in discrimination on the grounds of sex.

*******
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II.

NATIONAL PLANS AND ACTIVITIES

Many countries set up National Committees for
IWY and undertake activities (governmental and
non-governmental).
Argentina
In celebration of IWY a Multinational Women's
Centre and an Applied Laboratory on Technical
Education for Women has been created at
Buenos Aires. When established, the InterAmerican Commission of Women will carry out
research there on women in the labour force,
their working conditions and their situation
in rural areas; women in education: formal,
informal and continuing education; and women's
image.

•••••••
Australia
The National Advisory Committee IWY has made a
grant to the Council of the Aging for a study
of the problems encountered by single people
caring for an aged parent. The project is
supervised by social anthropologist, Dr. Renal
Wild and researched by the Council's Research
Officer, Claire Stevenson, who is aged 73.
Another grant has been made to the Centre for
Urban Research and Action at Melbourne to
carry out a research project on the situation
of migrant women in industry. Nearly 10% of
the total paid workforce of Australia are
migrant women, concentrated in manufacturing,
process and service industries. Research
teams arrange with employers and/or unions to
talk to women in their own language about
working conditions, unions, community and
government structures and services, their need
to learn English and any other basic needs.
Another project funded by the National Adviso
Committee IWY, is a national research programm
The aim of this project is to begin the documentation, collection and assessment of
research material and resources relevant to
the study of women in Australian society, past
and present, in order to make such information
more accessible and to extend the range of
available information.
The Australian Archives are preparing a
descriptive thematic guide to their holdings
relating to women: 1901 - 1945. The Guide
will cover holdings in all States and will be
published in 1976.

•••••••

Bulgaria
Within the framework of IWY, an International
Seminar was held at Sofia from 3 to 6
September 1975, on the subject "Women in
Contemporary Society", under the patronage of
H.E. Mr. Zhivkov, Vice-Chairman of the Council
of Ministers of the People's Republic of
Bulgaria and Chairman of the National Steering
Committee for IWY.
A report entitled: "Basic Trends in the SocioEconomic Policy of the People's Republic of
Bulgaria for Raising Women's Role in Society",
was submitted by the President of the Committee
of Bulgarian Women, Elena Lagadinova, and the
following three reports were also submitted to
the Seminar :
"Women and the Family in the People's
Republic of Bulgaria", by Dr. V. Kalaidjiev,
Deputy President of the Department of
Reproduction of Human Resources at the
State Council;
"Women and Labour", by the Minister of
Labour and Social Welfare, Angel Chaoushev;

"Women in Art and Culture", by the President
of the Committee for Art and Culture,
Lyudmila Zhivkova.

•••••••
Brazil
The United Nations Information Centre with the
support of the Metropolitan Curia of the State
of Sao Paulo as well as two hundred national
institutions and NGO's held a seminar from
13 to 20 October on the theme: "First Encounter
for the Diagnosis of the Sao Paulo Woman".
Two similar seminars will be held in collaboration with the Federal Flumiense University in
Niteroi and the Federal University of Rio de
Janeiro, also in October.
A National Congress of Brazilian Women was
scheduled following the IWY Conference at
Mexico City. During this meeting, Dr. Bertha
Lutz, was awarded a medal by the Women's
Tribune for her efforts since 1922 on behalf
of women's rights.

•••••••
Byelorussian SSR
An International Meeting of Women against War
and Fascism for a Just and Lasting Peace on
Earth was held in the city of Minsk, on 25-29
August 1975: The meeting was attended by
representatives from 27 countries and 6 international organizations.
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In an Address which was unanimously adopted,
the meeting appealed to women the world over
to continue working indefatigably for detente ,
for an end to the arms race, for disarmament,
and for the earliest possible convocation of
the World Disarmament Conference. The
speeches showed that the women's international democratic movement links the fight
for equality and for full social and political rights for women with the fight for
peace, against reaction and fascism.

*******
Canada
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The principle of equality must become a
reality , the Hon. Marc Lalonde, Minister
Responsible for the Status of Women, told more
than 300 senior executive from the world of
business, industry, labour, the media and
education, who gathered in Ottawa on 15
October at the request of the Prime Minister
to attend Action '75+. At this one-day
conference, participants were offered a
challenge by Marc Lalonde to take immediate
action in setting up active programmes to
remedy discrimination against women in the
labour force. In their capacity as the
nation's major employers, they heard experts
in various fields illustrate the current
situation and suggest alternatives. They
were also urged to change media and advertising content which depicted stereotyped
images of both men and women. Prime Minister
Pierre Elliott Trudeau opened the day's proceedings and Marc Lalonde gave the keynote
luncheon address delineating the government's
position - past, present and future.
Colombia

****"""

The Women's Christian Association held a
meeting at Medellin in October on the theme:
"Woman, a Fower for Change". Among the items
discussed were: women's action after the
Conference in Mexico and IWY; education for
change; promotion of the human couple;
utlization of leisure and leisure time;
women and work, etc.

•••••••
Czechoslovakia
Many activities were undertaken throughout
the country in celebration of IWY and were
announced by Mrs. O. Vackova, Secretary of
the Czechoslovak Union of Women in Prague
early in the Year.

In February the Central Committee of the Union
of Slovak Women organized a seminar for
teachers at Bratislava - its aim was to discuss
questions of the international women's movement.
In March a gathering of 300 women's representatives from Czechoslovakia, Poland and the
German Democratic Republic at Jablonec and
Nisou discussed mutual tasks during the Year.
A seminar of women employed in the field of
industry was held at Trencin and also in this
month Pragokoncert organized a programme at a
Prague theatre, entitled "To Women".
On 11 April a meeting of women fighters of
World War II was convened at Prague.
A national seminar organized by the Czechoslovak
Union of Women was held at Prague on 13 and 14
May, entitled: "What Socialism Gave to Women How Women Contribute to the Development of
Socialist Society". Twelve statements of
theorists and representatives in political and
public life were read.
In May a meeting of women was convened at
Puchov and another meeting was held at Prague
for women employed in the food industry and
attended by the Minister for Agriculture. A
meeting was also held at Klatovy on 24 May.
A three-day seminar of women of Asis and Africa
was held at Prague in October and organized by
the Czechoslovak Union of Women in co-operation
with the Czechoslovak Committee for Afro-Asia
Solidarity.
exhibition was held at Jicin entitled:
"Women - To Live in Peace - To Work in Peace"
and the University Library of Bratislava held
exhibitions entitled: "Society to Women Women to Society" and "Women - Fighters for a
Nev Life".

An

The Union of Czechoslovak Artists prepared an
exhibition entitled: "Women".
Czech radio and TV devoted many programmes to
the status of women both nationally and internationally.

•••••••
Denmark
A group of representatives of the Government,
women's organizations and others, headed by
Mrs. Eva Gredal, Minister for Social Affairs,
and assisted by a secretariat established under
the Prime Minister's department, co-ordinated
and planned activities in connexion with the
Year.
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Denmark (Contd.)

~

the initative of DANIDA,(The Danish InterNational Development Agency} a committee was
set up to promote informational activities on
the status of women in developing countries.
DANIDA also made grants supporting various
activities during the Year.

The first Conference of Working Women was held
at Cairo from 6 to 8 August 1975, and was
attended by Ms. Johan El Sadat ; Ms. Emilio
Rabasa (Mexico) ; Dr. Rifaat el Mahgoub, First
Secretary of the Arab Socialist Union; Dr.
Zeinab El Sobky, Women's Secretary-General and
President of the Conference; and Ms. Naval Amer,
Member of the People's Assembly and SecretaryGeneral of the Conference.

On

20 March 1975, the Danish postal authorities issued a special stamp in commemoration
of the Year. The stamp featured Queen
Margrethe and the UN symbol for the Year .
On

In celebration of the Year a number of
seminars and exhibitions were held. Among
these were two Nordic projects supported by
the Nordic Cultural Foundation. One was a
women's exhibition giving artistic expression
to the implications of liberation and change
in standards of value seen in recent years.
The other was a seminar on the role of
regional development in the education and
employment of women.
A seminar was held on the economic and ideal

value of children's institutions compared to
child-minding and another was held for
Faroese Island women on social, educational
and practical political problems.
Women's exhibitions were held in museums and
libraries in all parts of the country.

•••••••
Dominican Republic
On 6 August 1975 a commemorative postage
stamp for IWY was issued.
A series of lectures sponsored by the United

Nations Development Programme in co-operation
with the Government was held in the National
Library from 18 to 22 August on the theme:
"Evaluation of the status of the Dominican
Women".

.I
~ I

•••••••

A special newspaper, La Voz de la Mujer, is
being published monthly and is devoted to the
many-faceted activities of women in the nation Greece
A special edition (No.5) of this country's
On 18 to 19 October the Collaborating Women's
IWY Bulletin was devoted to the World
Associations of Greece held a seminar in Athens
Conference of IWY.
on the occasion of IWY. The seminar was
A "Week of Women and the Arts" was sponsored
officially opened by the President of the
by the UNESCO National Commission from 22 to
Republic Constantine Tsatsos following a brief
30 August. An exhibition was held of paintintroductory speech by the President of the
ings, sculpture, ceramic and handicrafts as
Collaborating Women's Associations, Katy
well as an orchestral concert and recital,
Stassinopoulou. Prime Minister Karamanlis sent
poetry reading and talks.
a message and the Under-Secretary for Foreign
Af'fairs, Constantine Stavropoulos aade a speech
and Ms. Helvi Sipila gave an address on the aims
and significance of IWY .

•••••••

•••••••

•••••••

'

'.tl of Ji

Amongst some of the conclusions of the Conference were that women should be represented from
trade unions at all councils and co~ttees at
the national level; the importance of day-care
centres at work centres; the elimination of
illiteracy among working women was essential;
and opportunities should be given to rural
women to work in rural industries in order to
raise their standard of living.

A film sponsored by the Government is being
prepared entitled: "Woman in the Federal
Republic". It will depict a woman's life
developing in three ways - as housewife,
mother and employee. The documentary portrays
one woman who is a bus driver in the public
transportation system of Hamburg who is also
a wife and mother of two children. The film
will also show the life of a woman dedicated
to housework and also different aspects of the
working life of German women.

e,
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The Conference began with thanks to President
Sadat for establishing a Department for Working
Women and then broke into five Committees,
namely, Labour Legislative Committee; Socioeconomic Development Committee; Working Women's
Problems Committee; Political Organization
Committee; and Co-operation between Arab
Countries and the ILO Committee.

Germany (Federal Republic of)
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Holy See
The Vatican issued on 27 November 1975 a
series of stamps to celebrate International
Women's Year. The series comprised two
values, 100 and 200 lire, and the stamps
reproduced figures of women taken from a work
of Giovanni of Fiesole, known as Fra Angelico,
which is in the Chapel of Nicholas Vin the
Vatican Museum •

•••••••
Iran
An exhibition entitled "Women and Art" was
opened on 29 December in Teheran at the Trade
Fair Center by Princess Ashraf to mark the
end of IWY.
The exhibition included the
work of 27 painters, as well as displays of
sculpture, photography and handicrafts.
:J c!t:t '
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Italy
A national conference was held in January
1976 sponsored by the Government under the
direction of the Under-Secretary of Labour
and Social Welfare, Hon. Tina Anselmi. The
theme of the Conference was "Social and Economic Development of the Country and Women's
Work".
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Jamaica

A Special International Women's Year Rally
was held at the Excelsior School Auditorium
in Kingston on 6 October and was addressed by
Ms. Helvi Sipila , Secretary-General for the
Year . Ms. Michael Manley, Patron of IWY in
Jamaica reported on activities for the Year.
Ms. Sipila also opened the International
Women's Art Exhibition which was held at the
Olympia International Art Centre.

•••••••
Japan
A two-day conference for the study of women's
problems was held at the Tokyo Prince Hotel
on 5 and 6 November. The conference was
jointly sponsored by the Prime Minister's
Office, the Labor Ministry and the United
Nations Association of Japan to commemorate
IWY.
Their Majesties Emperor and Empress, Prime
Minister Takeo Miki and other di gnitaries,
were present at the opening ceremony. Ms.
Helvi Sipila gave the keynote address

••

entitled "Women in Social Progress", and Ms.
Sylva M. Gelber, Chairwoman of the Women's
Committee of the Organization for Economic
Co-operation and Development (OECD) also
attended.
The conference programme included a panel
discussion, a special speech by Ms. Sylva
Gelber and an open forum.
A symposium entitled "Japanese Women in the
World" was organized on 15 November by the
Tokyo Chapter of the UNESCO Commission for
Japan. A publication, "Documents on Political Rights of Women" was published by the
Women's Suffrage Hall in observance of the
30th anniversary of the acquisition of political rights by Japanese women.
The theme of a United Nations seminar held
in Japan from 21 to 23 November was "Questions
of Women Today - Equality, Development and
Peace". The programme included lectures on
women and university education, women and
peace and the World Conference of the IWY
held at Mexico City.
A National Convention of Women NGO's for IWY
was held in TolcyOon 22 November with 2,300
representatives of 21 women's groups from all
over the country participating. Prime
Minister Takeo Miki, in his capacity as
Chairman of the newly-created Cabinet Committee
on Planning for Women, delivered a message to
the Convention. The programme included a
dramatic presentation entitled "Liberation
movements of women in Japan", including music,
photos and narration, and ended with a street
parade.
The National Convention unanimously adopted a
resolution calling on the Government to
instruct the newly-established Cabinet Committee
on Planning for Women to initiate the drafting
of a national plan of action for women along
the lines of the World Plan of Action. The
resolution called on the Government to revise
Japanese labour laws to equalize not only the
payment, but also the labour conditions of
women.
It called on the Government to ratify
certain ILO conventions on women, revise
national relevant laws and regulations, and
the Anti-Prostitution Law and take measures to
increase the establishment of day-care centres.

•••••••
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Liberia

Pakistan

An intensive literacy training programme for

An International Seminar vas held at Islamabad,

women in 1976 has been planned by the Liberian
Federation of Women's Organizations. A
leadership training workshop was conducted in
December 1975 to prepare teachers to conduct
classes in functional literacy and home
economics.

from 10 to 15 November 1975 on the theme:
"Women's Participation in Development: Building Leadership from the Grass-roots". The
Seminar vas sponsored by the National Committee
for IWY in Pakistan and the Ministry of Labour,
Health, Social Welfare and Population Planning
in co-operation with the United Nations and
supported by the Asia and Ford Foundations.

*******
Nepal
On 10 September, Queen Aishwarya inaugurated

the first "Literacy Symposium on Women" at a
special function held in City Hall. Among the
84 works submitted, 46 were articles and 38
poems. The three best articles and two best
poems selected were read at the symposium.
A musical drama "Karmachhetra" was staged at
Kathmandu on 8 September and was based on the
mythological episode of Shiva-Parvati.
On 31 October the Queen laid the foundation

stone of the Women's Training Centre and
multipurpose work centre building, distributed
certificates to midwives who had received
training under the rural women's maternity
service and initiated an afforestation programme at Dhankuta. She also inaugurated a
three-day conference on "Promotion of Equality
between Men and Women" sponsored by the
Eastern Regional Development Centre, Dhankuta
on the occasion of IWY.
The Queen also
presented prizes to participants in a handicraft competition for women in sixteen
districts and attended the finals badminton
and table tennis tournaments held during IWY
with the objective of encouraging more girls
to participate in various sports.

**•****
New Zealand

To celebrate IWY and the 30th anniversary of
the United Nations, the Nev Zealand United
Nations Association held an International
Festival at Auckland on 22 October 1975, vhich
vas a highlight of IWY in Nev Zealand. The
keynote speaker at the Festival was Mrs.
Margaret Bruce, Deputy Director of the Centre
for Social Development and Humanitarian
Affairs in charge of the Branch for the
Promotion of Equality of Men and Women and
Deputy Secretary-General of IWY, vho flev to
Nev Zealand to represent the United Nations
on this occasion.

•••••••

The aim of the Seminar vas to follov up the
recommendations of the World Conference of
Mexico in order to implement a Plan of Action.
With this Seminar, Pakistan is one of the
first countries to follow up the Mexico City
Conference. Begum Nusrat Bhutto vho led
Pakistan's delegation to Mexico City and is
the President of the IWY Committee in Pakistan
gave the keynote address at the seminar.

**••···
Paraguay
A national forum
Asunci6n from 11
discuss "Women Two publications
forum:

of women leaders met at
to 14 December 1975 to
the Family and Society".
vere distributed at the

Women in the Socio-economic and Juridical
Context in Paraguay by Dr. Dario
Casts.gnino; and
Statistical Profile of the Paraguayan
Woman.
Both of these publications can be obtained
from:
Departamento de Informaci6n y Educaci6n
Centro Paraguayo de Estudios de Poblaci6n
Coronel Bogado 1053
Asunci6n, Paraguay.

•••••••
Peru
From 11 to 31 July 1975, an exhibition of
Peruvian women artists vas held in celebration of IWY. The exhibition included paintings, sculpture, ceramics, photographs and
handicrafts.
Philippines

•••••••

On the occasion of IWY, the Philippine Mission
to the UN, in co-operation with the Philippine
Consulate-General, presented a graphic exhibit
on the role of the Filipino woman in society
from 17 November until 17 December at the
Philippine Center, Fifth Avenue, New York .

•••••••
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Senegal

Singapore

The Minister of Public Health and Social
Affairs, who was in charge of the programme
for the Year, delivered an inaugural address
on radio. A round table was organized and
broadcast in French and in the national
language.

An International Women's Year Seminar-cum-

A National Organizing Committee was established by the Minister and an Evaluating Committee
was established at the end of the Year.
Seminars were held on the following: woman and
the mind; juvenile delinquency, the protection of mothers and children under the
Senegalese family code; information on IWY;
the Senegalese woman: the sociological aspect;
rural women in the strategy of development ;
the code of civil duties; women in the civil
service; working women; the family code
(discussion in the Wolof language) ; conference
of women teachers; the evils of alcoholism;
employment of women; information; women's role
in the economy; rural areas.
Round tables and study days were held on the
following topics: Senegalese woman; literacy;
the role and function of social welfare in
medical terms; woman's contribution to the
operation of Government; professional
conscience of the school teacher; the role of
the secretary in national development; improve
ment of the legal status of Senegalese woman.

:te ?i.v •
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Studies and investigations have been undertake
on prostitution among minors; the advancement
of women; customs, traditions, practices;
examination and evaluation of the contribution
of women; relationship between the status of
women, population growth and over-all development and evaluation of the role of active
women.
Radio and TV broadcasts have been organized
and many articles and publications in French
and in the national language have appeared.
A feature-length film on Senegalese women was
presented. The Declaration on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women was given
wide publicity.
Special issues of postage stamps, the printing
of fabrics, a catalogue of international
instruments dealing with the status of women,
tours by lecturers, visits and various courses
of instruction were planned.
On 25 March 1975, Senegalese Woman's Day was
celebrated with special significance.

•••••••

Exhibition was held on 1 September 1975 and
in the closing remarks of his speech, the
Prime Minister, Mr. Lee Kuan Yew said:
"Societies which do not educate and use half
their potential because they are women, are
those which rill be the worse off. Those
that do, and face up to problems of new
social and family relationships and new
social institutions to help working wives
to bring up the next generation, are those
most likely to provide better lives for their
people. We cannot not educate and use the
energy and ability of our women".

•••••••
Solomon Islands
The Action Committee for IWY planned the
following during the Year:
1. Simple carpentry workshop.
2. Teaching women basic English.
3 . Concert.
4. Musical evening.

5, Public speaking.

6. Social evenings: film nights, etc.
7, End-of-year Celebration late December.
8. Leaders' get-together.

•••••••
Thailand
A seminar on "Women Wage Earners in Thailand"
was held from 18 to 20 April 1975 at the Asia
Pattaya Hotel, Pattaya. The seminar was
organized by the UN Asian Institute for
Economic Development and Planning, Thai
Committee for IWY and Southeast Asia Development Advisory Group of the Asia Society, New
York.
Among the recommendations of the seminar were
that education and the provision of information
about health care, nutrition, financial management, family planning, legal rights, etc.,
should be considered of primary importance for
lower income people, especially those in the
rural areas; the establishment of day-care
centres should be given high priority in both
public and private sectors; the mass media
should be used in educating and training
workers more intensively; and the current status
of women's occupation, role expectations and
aspirations should be studied further.

*******
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Union of Socialist Soviet Republics (USSR)
The World Meeting of Young Women in connexion
with IWY took place at Moscow from 13 to 17
October 1975. The meeting was organized by
the World Federation of Democratic Youth, the
Komsomol and the USSR Committee of Youth
Organizations.
More than 400 delegates from 112 countries,
representing 235 youth, women's trade-union,
students' as well as 22 international and
regional organizations took part in the meeting. Though the participants of the meeting
were of varied political and religious
persuasions they attempted to elaborate
concrete measures for the future struggle of
young women
for peace, social progress and
their rights.

their full integration into the development of
their countries.
They supported the World Congress for IWY at
Berlin, as well as the forthcoming XI World
Festival of Youth and Students to be held in
Cuba in 1978.
The participants considered that the meeting
was an important contribution in world youth
struggle for peace, co-operation, national
independence and social progress.

*******
United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern
Ireland (UK)

The UK Newsletter published by the Women's
National CollDllission which is co-ordinating
activities during IWY listed some 170 events
being undertaken during the last quarter of
Over a period of five days the participants
had an opportunity of carrying out an exchange the Year, ranging from exhibitions, seminars,
rallies and receptions.
of views and to report on the position of
women in different countries of the world More than 2,000 people, mostly housewives,
on the progress achieved, as well as on the
attended a meeting held at the Royal Festival
major problems young women face.
Hall on 4 June to proclaim "Home truths for
The Final Document adopted by the participants IWY" and to hear 47 speakers. The event was
stated that young women are playing a signi- organized by the initiators of the Housewives'
Declaration and Moral Rearmament.
ficant and ever-growing role in economic,
social and political life in their countries, Many women's organizations in the UK held
as well as in trade-union, democratic and
fund-raising activities to assist projects in
women's movements.
developing countries relating to women and also
to collect for the UNESCO Gift Coupon Scheme.
The participants at the meeting expressed
solidarity with youth of developing countries
fighting against imperialism, neo-colonialism, The Townswomen' s Guild, Sheringham Branch,
celebrated IWY by showing the combined talents
for national independence, independent econof
many of the town's and district's vomen in
omic and political development of their
a
three-day
exhibition.
countries, as well as for the establishment of
a nev economic order which would create equal, Bingley College, Yorkshire, arranged a week
,just and mutually beneficial relations between of activity to mark IWY, including a Symposium,
all countries of the world. They also express- "A Woman's Place", for which the main speaker
ed their solidarity with the peoples and
was Lee Comer, author of "Wedlocked Women".
nations fighting against aggression, fascism
The Scottish Projects Committee for IWY
and racist regimes.
focussed attention on the needs of vomen in
They supported the struggle against the arms
local areas in Scotland in an attempt to
race and for general and complete disarmament involve all vomen, not only those belonging
and noted that the All-European Conference on to organizations. The projects adopted for
Security and Co-operation in Helsinki was an
IWY - the Water Project in Lesotho and the
important step towards strengthening principle Literacy Project in India generated great
of peaceful co-existence and establishment of response from women in the area.
relations of equal co-operation between States
A one-day conference was held at Caerphilly,
with different social systems, in the
South Wales, on 11 October, vhen some 600
interests of peoples and youth all over the
people attended. The theme of the conference
world.
vas "The Role of Women in Modern Life" and
They recognized the vital necessity to
was attended by the Minister for Employment,
struggle against discrimination on grounds of Michael Foot, MP. Discussions ranged from
sex, for equality between men and women and
women at work; women and democracy; and women
and sexual morality.

1111111

- 12 -

United Kingdom (Contd.)
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The Scottish Trade Union Congress held an I\IY
Rally at Glascow also on 11 October and
appealed to women to become actively involved
in the trade union movement and reflect their
numerical strength.
In Northern Ireland a conference was held in
May on "Women and Health" and a display for
I'WY was held at the Balmoral Agricultural
Show. One organization wished to set up
holiday camps for children and adopted this
as their project for the Year. The Belfast
City Parks Department laid out a floral display of the I'WY emblem.
The Prime Minister held a reception at No. 10
Downing Street on 24 November for I'WY and
also celebrated three major items of legislation for women passed during the Year - the
Social Security Pensions Act 1975 which is
already law; the Sex Discrimination Act and
the Equal Pay Act which will become law by
the end of the Year.

•••••••
United States of America
!1!

An IWY commemorative postage stamp was issued
on 26 August at Seneca Falls. Both the site
and the date were significant - Seneca Falls
was the site of the first Women's Ri ghts
Convention held in 1848 and the date was the
55th anniversary of the 19th Amendment to the
Constitution of the United States (Women's
Suffrage ) .
The United States continued its monthly focus
on different topics with September as international month; October had the theme "Joy
an<1 Kindness"; November, all careers, conventional and new; and December related to the
minds and hearts of people - spiritual and
aesthetic values.
Some of the activities undertaken during the
last quarter of the Year included an IWY
country-wide sporting event for all women 1 3
years of age or older in Jackson, Michigan.
The NASA-Lewis Research Center held a twoweek period of activities which included panel
discussions, film exhibits, career development
workshops and a special recognition awards
ceremony. The Department of Labor, the
Women ' s Bureau sponsored a conference with the
theme : "Women in the Economy: Full Freedom of
Choice" to mark the 55th anniversary of the
Women's Bureau as well as I'WY. other activities included a pilgrimage to Seneca Falls,
seminars and conferences, fairs, etc.

Bloomington, Indiana, held a month long festival with the theme: "Women as a Force".
In October the Census Bureau held a fair
entitled: "IWY Fair - Become Aware" and the
Women in the Performing Arts Coalition honoured women in all phases of theatre, film, dance,
opera, TV, video and music in honour of IWY
from 17 to 19 October in New York .
An International Women's Year Conference was

held at San Francisco from 24 to 25 October
in the Sheraton-Palace Hotel whose goals were
to reinforce the themes of the Year, enlarge
interest in other cultures and emphasize that
racial and sexist discrimination is unacceptable and to make women aware of their inherent
capabilities. Los Angeles also held an IWY
Conference on 25 October (UN Day) while a
concert was held in the Kennedy Center,
Washington, D.C. , to honour the 30th anniversary of the UN and celebrate IWY .
Many colleges and universities, such as
Trinity College, Seton Hill College, University of Utah, Purdue University, Boston University School of Nursing, held special events
to celebrate the Year.
A Congress was held at Cleveland from 25 to 27
October for IWY which was attended by Betty
Ford, wife of the President. There were many
workshops and seminars devoted to discussing
the relationship between men and women in
numerous areas - from marriage to work to
play, and future implications of the women's
movement. Speakers of national prominence
attended and there were performances of
cultural groups and exhibits and booths from
women's organizations, civic organizations,
cultural institutions, business, industry and
consulates.
The U.S. Center for IWY which has been
publishing an informative Newsletter and
Calendar of Events during the Year obtained
10,000 copies of a reprint from the Department
of State "Bulletin" which contained two
statements made in plenary sessions of the
World Conference at Mexico City, resolutions
sponsored or co-sponsored by the U.S. delegation to the Conference and also contained a
text of the World Plan of Action. They also
published a pamphlet entitled "IWD is here!"
containing suggestions for planners for the
Decade. Copies of these publications may be
obtained from:
National Commission on Observance of IWY
Department of State
Washington, D.C. 20520

****•**
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LATE NEWS
Jamaica
A National Conference was held from 21 to 23 November at the Social Welfare Training Centre,
University of the West Indies on "Jamaican Women - A Plan for Action". The objectives of the
meeting were to promote unity and understanding between all women in the society so as to
share reports from IWY projects, parish workshops and special research material and to examine
them in relation to the World Plan of Action and initiate immediate and long-range programmes
aimed at involving women in all areas of the development effort.
For three years the Committee made up of
representatives and observers to the United
Nations, chaired by Esther Hymer,(International Federation of Business and Professional
Women) carried out a programme to stimulate
interest and support for the observance of IWY
and to expand organizational programmes and
projects in order to speed the attainment of
the Year's objectives.

III. NON-GOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS,
INSTITUTIONS AND OTHERS PLAN FOR IWY
NON-GOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS IN CONSULTATIVE STATUS WITH THE UNITED NATIONS
WORLD CONGRESS OF WOMEN:German Dem.Republic
More than 2,000 men and women from 140
nations and territories, including representa
tives of more than 80 international and
regional organizations, met in Berlin from
20 to 24 October at a World Congress. A
major focus of the Congress was to discuss
ways in which the goals of the Year and the
proposals of the World Conference would be
put into practice.
The Congress' work was divided into nine main
Commissions dealing with: Equality of Women
in Society de Jure and de facto; Women and
Work in Industry and Agriculture; Women and
Development; The Family and Society; The
Education of Women; Women and the Struggle
for Peace, detente and international security;
Women and the Struggle for National Independence and International Solidarity; The Effects
of the Mass Media; Literature and Art on the
Attitude of Public Opinion Towards Women and
Society; Co-operation and World Action of
Women of the World.
After five days of intensive discussions,
participants at the Congress unanimously
adopted an Appeal and a Statement expressing
their full support for the Declaration adopted at Mexico City; pledging themselves to do
their utmost to ensure that the World Plan of
Action was effectively put into action.

*******
NGO Committee on IWY (New York)

The Committee held an open house in one of the
downtown hotels at Mexico City and orientation
sessions were held. Each evening, representatives of organizations met to review the events
of the da_y. Many members of the IWY Committee
represented their organizations at the Til'Y
Conference and attended sessions of the Plenary,
Committee I and Committee II.
The Committee has continued its meetings since
the Conference and held a Workshop on the
theme "IWY - Words into Action" on 11 and 12
November at the Church Center for the United
Nations. The Workshop was chaired by Ms.
Esther Hymer and speakers included Ms. Helvi
Sipila and Ms. Margaret K. Bruce and others
who attended the Mexico City Conference. A
panel discussion was held and work groups
formed to work on the World Plan of Action on
priorities for future action.
The mandate of the Committee expired at the
end of the Year but they will continue their
work during the Decade with the title of
Committee on United Nations Decade for Women
(New York).

*******
International Co-operative Alliance
"The Role of Women in Co-operative Development"
' was the theme of a seven-day regional confer-

ence organized by the ICA in Malaysia. The
Members of the NGO Committee on IWY actively
Conference, which was attended by women deleparticipated in the NGO Tribune, the World
gates from 12 south-east Asian nations passed
Conference of IWY at Mexico City, and in the
a number of recommendations aimed at increasing
programme for NGO's accredited to attend the
Conference. There were 31 representatives of women's participation in co-operatives. The
16 organizations in Category I, 97 represent- co-operative movement was asked, among other
things, to review its role as an emplor,er of
ing 61 organizations in Category II, and 64
female labour and to work to overcome 'tradirepresentatives of 37 organizations on the
tional attitudes" regarding women.
Roster.

***"*"*
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- 14 III. NON-GOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS'
INSTITUTIONS AND OTHERS PLAN FOR IWY
(Contd.)
International Federation of Agricultural
Producers
The involvement of women in farming and agricultural organizations was the theme,of a
Special Session on Women at the 21st Conference of IFAP which met at Washington from
27 October to 6 November 1975, Ms. Margaret
K. Bruce, of the Branch for the Promotion of
Equality of Men and Women spoke to the meeting .

Five points were recommended for action by
IFAP. These included the recommendation
that IFAP organizations should seek legislative ref orm in their respective countries to
enable f armers' wives and other family
members to have separate recognition in law
so they may be fully entitled to all relevant
social security assistance . Each member
organization was urged to appoint a person to
keep in close contact with IFAP Secretariat
on all matters relating to women's problems
and activities, and the possibility of
having a woman as a full member of the
Executive Committee was to be explored.

•••••••
OTHER NON-GOVF:RNMF.N'!'AL ORr.ANIZATIONS'
INSTI'l'll'l'IONS AND BODIES
Asian Rural Institute
The Asian Rural Institute is affiliated with
the United Church of Christ in Japan (Kyodan)
and co-operated with : National Christian
Council of Japan, Christian Conference of
Asia , World Council of Churches and other
overseas Ecumenical Groups, Churches, Denominations and Councils.
The Institute has a Rural Leaders Training
Center which is placing high priority on the
recruitment and training of women, and would
like sponsoring agencies to send more women.
Instruction is in English and topics include
food production and processing and planning
family life .

•••••••
Asian Students ' Association
The Asian Students' Association held a
conference at Bangkok in November 1975 , on
"Women in the Third World".

****•**

Christian Peace Conference
The Christian Peace Conference published a
booklet entitled "Christian Women Call for
Peace" as a contribution to the Year which
contained the United Nations Declaration on
the Elimination of Discrimination against Women,
General Assembly resolution 3010 (XXVII), and
articles from women in Europe, Asia, Africa and
the Americas.
The CPC organized a Women's Conference in the
International Centre Viittakivi at Hauho in
Finland on the theme "Women's Liberation Contribution to Justice and Peace" from 26
September to 1 October 1975. Participants
endorsed the fact that lasting peace with
justice can be attained only with the equal
co-operation and participation of women and
men in the struggle for the total liberation
of humanity .

•••••••
Churches Promote IWY
IWY was given unanimous approval at a meeting
of the Bergen County Council of Churches (New
Jersey) held on 21 September at Hackensack,
New Jersey.
Ms. William Taylor of Ridgewood gave a firsthand report of the Mexico City Conference .
Two resolutions were adopted at this meeting
with one urging the 120 member churches to
promote the cause of IWY,with an emphasis on
equality, development and peace; the other
encouraged the churches of Bergen County "to
help realize the rights of women, which are
advocated in the United Nations Universal
Declaration on Human Rights 11 • It also quoted
President Ford's statement, made when he
appointed a National Commission for IWY :
"Opening up new doors is vital to solving
many of our international problems".

•••••••
Defense Agency Recognizes Women Employees
The Defense Mapping Agency Hydrographic Center
at Washington, D.C. , had a comprehensive programme supporting IWY. A special Women's Day
Programme was held on 30 July with Congresswoman
Marjorie S. Holt as guest speaker.
The Center
has also published a special issue of their
newspaper, "HydroCenterLine" dealing specifically with IWY and recognizing the achievements
of their women employees. A month-long display
featuring material on IWY was held at the Center.

*****•*
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Deutscher Frauenring E.V.

The Assembly, in co-operation with the Department of Social Welfare and Community Development,
The Deutscher Frauenring E.V. organization
held a workshop from 27 to 31 October at the
held early in the Year a Federal Conference
Medina
Women's Training Centre. Practical work
on "mass media, their influence on the formation of attitudes towards the roles of women in carpentry, electricity, plumbing, crafts
including batik and leather work was undertaken.
in 1975". Other conferences were held on
the themes : "Women and the principle of
On 29 November the Assembly sponsored a play
achievement"; "Continued education and terentitled "The Dilemma of a Ghost" by Ama Ata
mination of vocational training for female
Aidoo dramatized at the Arts Centre by the
convicts"; and a demonstration of a model
Adwini Asa Company.
project (with the assistance of the Ministry
*******
for Youth, Family and Health) on "Study
furloughs for young women to enhance motiva- Greater Kansas City IWY Committee
tions for starting on a political career".
The IWY Committee for the Greater Kansas City
Two booklets were published for the Year area was extremely active during the Year,
II
"Women Dema.ni Human Ri ghts and a German
publishing its own IWY Bulletin and holding a
translation of "Women and the UN", to gether
symposium in February on "Women and Democracy";
with the National Council of Women in Austria a conference in March on "Women and Work" and
and Switzerland.
another on "Women's Commonalities and Diversities".
In January 1976 they will hold, at Bonn, a
seminar on "Development Policy" which will
Other activities included a workshop on 11
be a round-up account of the Year.
October on "Career Crossroads for Women"; a
panel on "Women and Religion"; and a service
*******
for the sharing of faith on 9 November. A
Ghana Assembly of Women
seminar was also held for women entering and
re-entering the work force.
The Ghana Assembly of Women began their
celebrations of IWY on 21 February with a
*******
rally at Independence Square at Accra for
Girl
Guides
and
Girl
Scouts
over 5,000 representatives of their twentythree affiliated women's groups. The theme
The Girl Guides and Girl Scouts Associations
of the rally was "Equality, Development and
have been active during IWY throughout the
Peace". Speakers were the Greater Accra
world. In Cyprus, for example, Girl Guides
Regional Commissioner, Lieutenant-Colonel
helped to organize an international seminar
P.K.D. Habada and Ms. Mary Chinery-Hesse,
on women in December at Nicosia. Mother-andPrincipal Secretary of the Ministry of
daughter camps were held in July and August
Economic Planning.
throughout Japan. Forty Guide leaders participated in a workshop, "Guiding in Rural
On 7 March, together with the Women's
Committee of the Christian Council of Ghana, Areas" , organized by the Punjab branch in
Pakistan in April.
A national programme,
the Assembly held a Women's Day of Prayer
Service at the Osu Presbyterian Church on the "25 Years of Guiding" was developed in Panama
to promote IWY goals.
theme "Become Perfectly One".
On 8 March, a luncheon was held by Ms.
Faustina Acheampong, wife of the Head of
State, for 400 women from all walks of life.
From the beginning of the Year, the Assembly
organized a series of symposia and lectures
on the themes of the Year. One symposium was
held on 2 May on Customs and Traditions. Its
call for standardization of customary
marriages of the various tribes was supported
by many organizations and individuals.
A "Peace Luncheon" was held and incentive
awards were presented by Ms. Shirley Temple
Black, U. S. Ambassador to Ghana .

*******
International Association of University
Presidents
Five hundred college and university presidents
and chancellors from all over the world passed
a resolution at the Fourth Triennial Conference
of the IAUP, held at Boston on 13 November
1975, urging its members to take initiatives
to correct policies and practices which perpetuate inequities based on sex. Both the
IAUP and the American Association or State
Colleges and Universities were urged to include
women presidents on their respective boards.

*******
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III. NON-GOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS
INSTITUTIONS AND OTHERS PLAN FOR IWY
(Contd.)
International Council of Nurses
The International Council of Nurses, as part
of its IWY programme, adopted an "Equal Pay
for Equal Work" resolution calling for an end
to employment discrimination against women at
its governing body meeting at Singapore, 4 to
8 August 1975.
,.tt

•••••••
Legal Status of Women

lltop Ci1 ~
tor Vo:ei", 1
1:l1mr.~
Te::11, l

Thirty layYers, primarily women, attended a
seminar on the legal status of women, organized by the Inter-American Bar Foundation and
the International Advisory Committee on Population and Lav from 29 September to 2 October.
The seminar made a series of recommendations
urging, for example, all countries to establish national committees to monitor and evaluate the legal status of women. The IABA was
urged to create a permanent sub-committee on
the status of women.

•••••••
Shreemati Nathibai Damoda Thackersey Women's
University (Bombay)

11.lsom::::i
;g:~:. ::e

a:i!JS.
e~!ll;ir.:•

i.nE"JL

The SNDT Women's University at Bombay published as part of its special IWY programme, four
volumes on the status of women, dealing with
legal, political, social and educational
aspects.
Four seminars on the problems of professional
women were held at the University during IWY.

•••••••
Toronto Festival of Women and the Arts
A Festival vas held at Toronto, Canada, during
the entire month of June within the context of
the Year. More than 200 women were involved
in planning th~ Festival, composed of visual
artists, writers, arts educators, musicians,
actors, playwrights, film, radio and television representatives and members of community
and women's groups.
Their goals vas "to celebrate the achievements
and creativity of women with special emphasis
on the often ignored and undervalued grass
roots elements on the lives of people generally and of women in particular.
The programme included an exhibition of the
visual arts (painting, sculpture, textile,
fashion and costUJ11e arts, aetal arts,

ceramics, wood, plastics, video, film, stained glass, drawing and design); a historical
display of women and the arts in Canada;
events in the performing arts and workshops,
panel discussions, lectures and seminars.

•••••••
United Nations Association of the Philippines
To honour its 1975 "Women of Distinction", the
Philippines UN Association held an IWY symphonic concert at Manila on 23 September. Sister
M. Rosal.ma Abejo conducted the orchestra.
Sister Abejo, the only nun in the world to
conduct a symphony orchestra, is Director of
St. Mary's College School of Music in Manila.

•••••••
Women's Action Alliance (U.S.)
The Women's Action Alliance has drawn up a
NATIONAL WOMEN'S AGENDA from statements of
priorities and goals submitted by over 90
national organizations of women with constituencies of well over 30 million women. The
11-point National Agenda sets forth issues to
be addressed as national priorities to ensure
the full integration of women in all aspects
of national life.
Copies of the Agenda may be obtained by
writing to:
Women's Action Alliance
370 Lexington Avenue
New York, N.Y.10017
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IV. INFORMATIONAL MATERIAL

International Labour Organisation (ILO)

United Nations Headquarters

ILO has published a "Womanpover" booklet for
IWY which presents a statistical picture or
women in the labour force today and the outlook for the year 2000 (in English, French and
Spanish). Copies will be sent upon written
application to:

1. A publication containing the Declaration of
Mexico, the World Plan of Action and the
Regional Plans of Action adopted at the
World Conference of the IWY has been published by the IWY Secretariat and CESI.
(symbol: CESI.29 in English, French and
Spanish).
2. A publication entitled "Meeting in Mexico"
containing the story of the World Conference, the Declaration of Mexico, the World
Plan of Action and the Regional Plans of
Action has been published by the IWY
Secretariat and CESI.
(symbol: CESI.30 in English, French and
Spanish).
3. A booklet, entitled "Women and Men Speak
Out" has been published by the IWY
Secretariat (symbol: CESI.24 in English
only). The booklet contains a summary of
a panel discussion held at UN Headquarters
on International Women's Day. Panelists
included Ms. Germaine Greer, Dr. Alla
Ghenrikhova Masevich, Mr. Alvin Toffler,
Justice Annie Jiagge, H.E. Mme. Jeanne
Martin-Cisse and Ms. Elizabeth Reid.

Bureau of Public Information
ILO
CH-1211 Geneva 22, Switzerland
or to ILO offices throughout the world such
as:
P.O. Box 75
Djakarta, Indonesia
1750 Nev York Avenue N.W.
Washington, D.C.20006
A background report for the sixty-first
session of the ILO 1976 Conference entitled
"Employment and Conditions of Work and Life
of Nursing Personnel". The report examines
the need for a nursing personnel system,
for international standards, for control of
nursing practice, overtime and exacting and
inconvenient work schedules, and the possibilities of international action.

•••••••

Copies are available from;
Room 3115
UN Headquarters
Nev York, N.Y.10017

•••••••
Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO)
FAO has published a booklet entitled "Women in
Nigerian Agriculture" by Ingrid Janelid, Ph.D.
Human Resources, Institutions and Agrarian
Reform Division. This monograph is based on a
paper presetned at a "National Seminar on Home
Economics Development Planning", 1 to 6
December 1974, Ibadan, Nigeria.
Copies may be obtained from:
UNIPUB
Box 433, Murray Hill Station
Nev York, N.Y.10016
or other UN sales agents throughout the world
or:
Distribution and Sales Section
FAO
Via delle Terme di Caracalla
00100 Rome, Italy .

•••••••

UNESCO
Volume XXV, No. 2 of UNESCO' s "Impact of
Science and Society" examines Women in
Science: A Man's World. Articles include
an examination of how a woman scientist
deals professionaly with men; obstacles to
women in science and women's scientific
creativity. ($3.25 a single issue from
UNIPUB).
Prospects, UNESCO's quarterly review of
education (Vol.V, No. 3, 1975), examines
education and womankind. Articles include
"Fertility and sex education in the Third
World" by Marie-Angelique Savane; "Woman,
the first teacher" by Jeanne Mart.in-Cisse;
"Equality in the Buddhist tradition by
Sirimavo Bandaranaike; and Margaret Mead
on "Women and the future of mankind".
(US$3.50 a single issue from UNIPUB)
All UNESCO publications can be obtained by
writing to: 7 Place de Fontenoy,75700 Paris.

•••••••

......

,
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IV. INFORMATIONAL MATERIAL (Contd.)
UNICEF
NGO-UNICEF Newsletter No. 7 discussed IWY and
UNICEF's programmes which assist women around
the world. This can be obtained from :
NGO-UNICEF Newsletter
UNICEF - NGO Liaison Office
866 United Nations Plaza
New York, N.Y.10017, U.S.A.
WORLD BANK
A booklet entitled "Integrating Women into
Development" was published in August 1975,
Copies may be obtained from:
World Bank
1818 H Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C.20433, U.S.A.

•••••••
FI LMS AND MULTI-MEDIA PACKET
The United Nati ons Film Unit has produced a
16mm colour film ( approx. 15 minutes) entitle
"Womanpower: International Women's Year
Conference", which juxtaposes scenes of the
Conference with scenes of women's lives in
all parts of the world and illustrates the
goals of the "Plan of Action" adopted by the
Conference. This film may be obtained for
rental in the U.S. for approximately $20 from
AV Media Inc.
324 North Fairfax
Alexandria, Virginia 22314.
This film may be obtained for purchase from
the following office for approximately $15 5 :
Film Production Office
UN Office of Radio and Visual Services
Room 837-D
United Nations Headquarters
New York, N.Y.10017,
Enquiries in all other countries other than
the United States of America should be
channelled through the United Nations Information Centres.
UNDP in co-operation with the UN Secretariat
for IWY and NGO's has produced a multi-media
,
II
h" h
packet entitled "Women in Development , w ic
explores local planning efforts. The packet
includes two 16mm colour films; six, 35mm
colour side albums with audio-cassettes (in
English), French and Spanish, a~ well as
background reports and study guides.

The Multi-Media packet may be purchased in its
entirety or the films and slide albums may be
purchased individually. The films are nine and
23 minutes long while the slide albums run
about 10 minutes and deal with women in such
countries as Honduras, Ethiopia, Philippines,
Colombia and countries in Africa.
For further information write to:
Ms. E. Inocencio
United Nations Development Programme
Division of Information
Nev York, N.Y.10017

•••••••

During IWY many Governments published book.lets
and pamphlets. Listed below are some publications that were made available to this office.
AFGHANISTAN
"Afghan Women Today" was published for IWY (in
English) by the Ministry of Information and
Culture. It discusses the status of women in
Afghanistan and contains a report on the
Women's Co-ordination Committee.

•••••••
CANADA
"Federal Services for Women" is a guide to
federal programmes, services and grants of
interest to women, including special responsibility centres, and published in English and
French by Information Canada .

•••••••
CZECHOSLOVAKIA
A pamphlet dealing with the status of women
in Czechoslovakia is available on request,
free of charge, from:
Federal Ministry of Labour and Social
Affairs
Palackeho nam. 4
120 07 Prague, Czechoslovakia.

•••••••
NEPAL
A report by Mrs. Shanti Mishra, Member
Secretary !WY Committee Nepal 1975 entitled:
"Report of the International Women's Year
Committee Nepal 1975" contains a summary of
the various activities undertaken during the
Year; a list of activities attended by the
Patron of the Year, H.M. Queen Aishwarya
Rajya Laxmi Devi Shah; and a list of publications printed for the Year (mainly in Nepali).

•••••••
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SUDAN

The May 1975 issue of "Social Service" (No.3)
which deals with matters relating to culture
and social problems and is issued quarterly,
was devoted to IWY and women (in Arabic).

*******
SWEDEN
The Advisory Council to the Prime Minister on
Equality between Men and Women published a
booklet entitled "Equality is the Goal" by
Elisabet Sandberg, for IWY. Copies are
available by writing to:
Swedish Institute
Hamngatan 27
P.O. Box 7072
S-103 82 Stockholm, Sweden

*******
USSR
A brochure entitled: "A New Life for Women in
the USSR" was published in English, French
and Spanish, for IWY.

Bulletin of the Council of Women's Organizations in Israel
This booklet contains activities undertaken by
women's organizations in Israel during IWY.
Copies may be obtained from the nearest Israeli
Embassy or Consulate or by writing directly to:
Heichal Shlomo
58 King George Street
Jerusalem, Israel.

*******
Development Digest
The July 1975 issue of this publication (Vol.
XIII, No.3), which is a ~uarterly prepared by
the National Planning Association, contains
four articles on women in development.

.....

Single copies may be obtained for $US2.00 from
U.S. Embassies or by writing to:
Superintendent of Documents
Government Printing Office
Washington, D.C.20402

*******

The supplement to issue No. 41 of "Moscow
Des femmes accusent l'Eglise
News" discusses women in the Societ Union,
their international contacts and their parti- This booklet is published by Les Cahiers du
GRIF (Groupe de Recherche et d'Information
cipation in IWY.
Feministes) and this issue is No. 8, September
*******
1975. Other publications in preparation deal
*******
with women and work;, political life of women;
other publications produced by organizations
and men.
and individuals follow:
For further information on subscriptions,
Canadian Forum
write to:
The September issue of "Canadian Forum" (Vol.
LV, No . 654) contains articles on rape,
domestic discontent, the mirage of equality,
etc.
Bulk and individual orders are obtainable
from:
The Canadian Forum
56 The Esplanade E., 4th floor
Toronto, Ontario, Canada
$1.00 per issue, plus postage.

*******
Cinco Siglos con la mujer Dominicana
This publication contains a bibliography of
the writings of Dominican women over the last
five centuries, and was compiled by Maritza
Olivier.

*******

Les Cahiers du GRIF
59, rue Henri van Zuylen
1180 Bruxelles, Belgique

*******
le Droit des Femmes
The October 1975 issue published by the La
Ligue Fran~aise pour le droit des femmes
contains an article on IWY in Paris, Mexico
and Lome as well as the activities of the
League undertaken during the Year.
Copies of this publication are available for
8FF from the League at the following address:
191, Boulevard Saint-Germain
75007 Paris, France.

*******

...
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IV. INFORMATIONAL MATERIAL (Contd.)

"White Paper on Sexism - Japan" Task
Force
c/o PARC
P.O. Box 5250
Tokyo International, Japan.

The Emancipation of Men

srae i
to:

A Swedish magazine, Hertha, discusses the
emancipation of men, in issue 2/1975.
Articles include Prime Minister Olof Palme's
"The sex-role problem"; "A boy in a girl• s
job"; "Can the role of men be changed"• "A
human till five", etc.
'
Copies are available in English for $US2.00
from:

Ol.
by

Hertha
Biblioteksgatan 12
S-111, 46 Stockholm, Sweden.

*******

*******
Mothers too soon
Volume 1 of the Draper World Population Fund
Report focuses on early motherhood. Articles
on the biological aspects of teenage pregnancy;
on marriage law reform in Indonesia; on early
marriage and pregnancy in traditional Islamic
society; are included in this issue which can
be obtained from:
The Draper World Population Fund Report
1835 K Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C.20006, U.S.A.

Hacia la superaci6n

from

This booklet was published by Graciela Lara
de Delgado in October 1975 in Managua,
Nicaragua, in celebration of nfl. It contains
a collection of articles relating to the
advancement of women.

*******
Guide to Non-Sexist Children's Books

iber
•al
ten ;

The Academy Press Limited has published this
Guide which was compiled by Judith Adell and
Hilary Dole Klein, both members of Los Angeles
Center for Early Education.
The Guide will
be available in both paperback and hardcover
editions at $3.95 and $7,95 (U.S. dollars)
respectively.
Academy Press Limited
176 West Adams Street
Chicago, Ill.60603.

*******
International Women Lawyers Association
The Iranian Branch of this Association on the
occasion of IWY published various UN Conventions relating to women, the Declaration on
the Elimination of Discrimination against
Women, and the pamphlet entitled "Civic and
Political Education of Women" (UN Sales
publication: 64.IV.7) in Persian.

*******
Japanese Women Speak Out
The Pacific-Asia Resources Center on the
occasion of IWY published this booklet which
contains four sections dealing with: sexism
in Japan; women fight back; victims of double
discrimination; and towards solidarity among
Asian Women. It may be obtained for US$2.00
by writing to the following address:

*******
Today
The No. 4 issue of this journal which is
published by the YWCA of India was prepared
in the light of IWY. For further information
write to:
YWCA of India
Parliament Street
New Delhi, India.

*******
Womanpower
The November issue of "Manpower" magazine,
entitled "Womanpower", explores women's
quest for equity in the work world. Articles
on how couples cope when wives are offered
job transfers and on vocational education
programmes which continue to prepare girls
for Cinderella lifestyles are contained in
the supplement which can be obtained free
while copies last by writing to:
Superintendent of Documents
Government Printing Office
Washington, D.C.20402, U.S.A.

*******
Women and Corporations: Issues and Actions
This booklet was published on the occasion
of IWY by the Interfaith Center on Corporate
Responsibility, a sponsored related movement
of the National Council of Churches and is
available for US$.35 from:
Task Force on Women and Corporations
Interfaith Center on Corporate Responsibility
475 Riverside Drive, Room 566
New York, N.Y.10027

*******
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Women and Population

Women in Development

As a contribution to IWY the United Kingdom
Standing Committee on the Second Development
Decade published a pamphlet with the abovementioned title.

Two publication from the American Association
for the Advancement of Science Seminar (AAAS)
held in Mexico City in June 1975 are available:
1. Women in Development: A Review of and
Commentary on Selected Published and
Unpublished Manuscripts", Mayra Buvinic,ed.
The introduction with cemmentaries on the
~ubject categories will be translated into
Spanish and French.

*******
Women and the Future
The October issue (Volume 7, No. 5) of
FUTURES magazine explores women and the

future. Articles by Alexander Szalai on use
women's time, and women and world change by
Magda Cordel, John McHale, with Guy
Streatfield, are included in this issue which
may be obtained from:

1

IPC (America) Inc.
205 East 42nd Street
New York, N.Y.10017, U.S.A.
or

IPC Business Press (Sales and
Distribution) Ltd.
Oakfield House
Perrymount Road
Haywards Heath, Sussex RH16 3DH
England.

*******
AMA: Women in African and American Worlds
"An Outlook", the first issue in a series of

information and resource guides providing
up-to-date information on women in both
Africa and the U.S. The publishers considered that IWY was an appropriate time to begin
a new outlook on women and AMA will be
published bi-monthly by the African Bibliographic Center for the Communications Liaison
Committee of the Washington Task Force on
African Affairs.
For further information
on publications, membership and others
activities, write to:
Washington Task Force on African Affairs/
P.O. Box 13033
Washington, D.C.20009, U.S.A.

*******
Women in a Changing World
This publication of the World Council of
Churches on the occasion of IWY contains
articles by Letty M. Russell and Zoe Clayson
and is available from:
World Council of Churches
150, route de Ferney
CH-1211 Geneva 20, Switzerland

*******

2. Women in Development: Where are They?,
Irene Tinker and Michele Bo Bramsen, eds.
Review of and recommendations from the
five Seminar workshops. Part II will
contains a collection of readings by
Margaret Mead, Irene Tinker, Teresa Figueroa,
Kenneth Little, Ulla Olin, Mallica Vajrathon
and others.
For

further information contact:

Overseas Development Council
1717 Massachusetts Ave., N.W.
Washington, D.C.20036, U.S.A.

*******
Women in Politics: A Global Review
This paper is a third in a series of papers
published by Worldwatch Institute and is
written by Kathleen Newland and grew out of
Ms. Newland's trip to the Conference in Mexico
City.
Copies may be obtained for US$2.00 from:
Worldwatch Institute
1776 Massachusetts Avenue, N.W.
Washington, D.C.20036, U.S.A.

*******
Woman: New Dimensions
THEOLOGICAL STUDIES, a quarterly pubiished
by American Jesuits under the editorship of
Walter J. Berghardt, S.J., focussed its
December issue on the above title. Nine
articles, seven of them by women on such
topics as: current status of women crossculturally; home and work: women's roles and
the transformation o~ values; women and
ministry; and women and religion: a survey
of significant literature, 1965-1974, are
contained in this publication.
Single copies are available for US$3.50 from:
Theological Studies
Room 401, 3520 Prospect Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C.20007, U.S.A.

*******

;~ ::e
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IV. INFORMATIONAL MATERIAL (Contd. )
Women of the Whole World
e:

The journal of the Women I s International
Democratic Federation published a special
issue for IWY containing articles by Indir
Gandhi, Hort~nsia Bussi de Allende, and on:
about Valentina Tereschkova by Wanda Tycner.
Issue No.4/1975 of this quarterly contained
articles about a seminar held in London from
4 - 6 July for IWY by the National Assembly 0
Women, and affiliate of WIDF, and
.
Ecuador, Bahrein and Morocco'.
on vomen in
For information regarding subscriptions
write to:
'

>a,
)n

Women of the Whole World
GDR - 108 Berlin
Unter den Linden 13.

•••••••
Only the Beginning: A Blueprint for Equality
This pamphlet has been published by the
United Nations Association-USA and suggests
ways to implement the World Plan of Action
and prepared for the Decade for Women in the
United States.
It can be obtained for US$.25 from:
United Nations Association of the USA
345 East 46th Street
New York, N.Y.10017, U.S.A.

•••••••
V. RECENT EVENTS OF INTEREST
United Nations Headquarters
An Expert Group Meeting on the establishment

of an International Institute on Research
and Training for the Advancement of Women
(see General Assembly resolution 3520 (XXX)
page 3), was held at UN Headquarters from
17 to 23 February 1976. The Expert Group
concluded that there was an urgent need for
research and training activities to promote
the full participation of women in societ~
and strongly recommended the early establishment of an institute. It anticipated that
the activities of the institute would be
developed in stages, the first stage being .
the collection of already existing information
on on-going research and training.

Qualified women wanted to work overseas as
technical experts in Third world
The Technical Recruitement Service of the UN
which handles applications for some 70 cate-'
gories of skills, ranging from administrative
reform to welfare programmes, is hoping that
far_g:eater numbers of women will apply for
positions. Each year, the Service appoints
some 1,000 technical experts to work in more
than 100 countries, but only a tiny proportion
of the jobs have gone to women.
Women interested in seeing further information
on opportunities within their specialties
should write to:
Technical Assistance Recruitment Service
United Nations
Nev York, N.Y.10017, U.S.A.

•••••••
Dominican Republic
A seminar on "The participation of rural women
in development" was held in San Cristobel in
October, this month being devoted to rural
women.
In November a round-table was held at the
University (UNPHU) in Santo Domingo on the
theme: "Women in Health Sciences".
The round-up of IWY concluded with a ceremony
in which women from all levels of society
presented the President with a petition based
on the World Plan of Action and UN resolutions,
containing suggestions for the full integration
of women in development.

*******
Honduras
Recently Irma Acosta de Fortin was elected to
the Executive Board of the National Party of
Honduras. This is the first time that a woman
has held such a post.

*******
New Zealand
The recently elected National Party Government
in New Zealand announced that it will introduce
legislation in 1976 to remove existing legal
discrimination against women and to prohibit
discrimination against any person by reason of
sex. A human resource commission will be
established to ensure that equal rights legislation is enforced, and that women have an effective means of redress in cases of discrimination.

*******
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RECENT EVENTS OF INTEREST (Contd. )

United Kingdom
At the end of 1975 in Britain, two laws - an Equal Pay Act promising wages similar to those
of men , and a Sex Discrimination Act, outlawing discrimination on the job and in other facets
of life - came into force.
An Equal Opportunities Commission, with a staff of 400, has opened in Manchester to oversee
the enforcement of the Acts and to guide women who carry complaints before the courts.

*******
United States of America
A Bill, introduced by Representative Bella Abzug (New York) and co-sponsored by 15 of the 20
women members of Congress, was passed on 15 December. The Bill provides for a series of
state and regional conferences to be held throughout the United States on women's issues,
culminating in a national meeting to be held in 1976. Congress authorized $5 million for
the conferences, which will be convened by the U.S. Commission on the Observance of IWY.

**************************************************••·········································
BRANCH FOR THE PROMOTION OF EQUALITY OF MEN AND WOMEN
The Branch was primarily responsible for much of the work done during IWY, although many
other Departments and Divisions of the United Nations Secretariat assisted. The nationalities
of those involved in the IWY Secretariat were: Australia, Brazil, Canada, Chile, Dominican
Republic, Finland, France, Haiti, Iceland, India, Italy, Jamaica, Lebanon, Madagascar,
Morocco, Netherlands, New Zealand, Panama, Philippines, Saudi Arabia, Syria, Sri Lanka, USSR,
U.K. and U.S. Some of these appear below.

THE FINAL REPORT OF THE WORLD CONFERENCE OF THE IWY (E/CONF.66/34) SHOULD BE AVAILABLE BY
THE END OF MARCH 1976.
Write to UN Headquarters , Room 3115 , for your copy.

